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First Mates 
May the "Luck of the Irish" be with us for an early 
spring! 
 

The First Mates have been busy creating a new event to 
replace the Fashion Show this year.  Unfortunately, no 
one volunteered to take on the Fashion Show 
coordination.  So, instead we have an exciting ladies 
night out called "All About Me" on May 2nd at 5:30 
p.m.  We have masseuses, psychics, mini-lectures about 
health and beauty, a buffet with champagne and much 
more with lots of fun and laughs.  See the separate flyer 
for details. 
 

The Children's Easter Party is coming on Sunday, April 
1st, 2007 at 11:30 a.m.  The Easter Bunny and Egg 
Hunt are always fun for the kids. 
 

Please attend the next First Mates meeting on March 
14th at 7:00 p.m.  We will be finalizing the Easter Party 
details and need participation to support our "All About 
Me" ladies night event.   
 

First Mates President Marilynn Mott

House Committee  
We are pleased to have Steve Boettner join the House 
Committee. 
 

The February house cleaning is almost complete as of 
this writing, so when you arrive in March, the Clubhouse 
will be shipshape for the upcoming season. Much thanks 
to all of the member volunteers and our bar and kitchen 
staffs that worked so hard to help make this happen. 
 

The Committee is looking into several mini-projects for 
2007 including: 

• Remodeling the fireplace to perhaps include a 
mantel made from the original bar shelf of the old 
clubhouse. 

• Remodeling the ladies bathroom to include a new 
sink counter, painting and artificial plants. 

• A new portable PA system so that you can actually 
hear when someone is speaking 

• Reconstruction of the wait-staff area to provide 
more room and storage, and to eliminate the 
clutter 

• Improved appearance for the front entrance 
• New pictures for various walls with an historic 

theme (the early days of FYC) 
All of these projects are subject to further investigation, 
and ultimately Board approval. If you have any ideas 
please contact a House Committee member. 
 

The March House Committee meeting is 3/6/07 at 6:30 
p.m. (first Tuesday of March for March only-then back to 
the second Tuesday of each month thereafter). 
 

House Director Bob Pettry 

Dock Bidding 
This ends the bidding for the 2007 season.  Docks not 
assigned will be available for temporary assignments for 
equity and regular members based on compatibility and 
seniority. 
 

All members that have been awarded permanent 
assignments this year, or are carryover assignments from 
previous years, will receive contracts for the 2007 
boating season during March.  If contracts are not 
returned by the date specified, they are subject to the loss 
of the assignment. 

January 2007 Bid Results 
  Equity Well Moved 

Member Seniority Assigned  From 
Lindsey, Mark Sep 99 D 10 F 11  
Jolley, Mark Apr 00 79  

 

All permanent dock assignments are subject to Board  approval 
Lew Williams Dock Assignment Chairman 

313-336-4236 - or - celcon@comcast.net 

Bylaw Change 
 
Under Article VII of the FYC Constitution, at its 
meeting on February 20, 2007, the Board of Directors 
amended the Bylaws as follows.  This amendment 
takes effect following notice by mail to the 
membership. 
 

ARTICLE III, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SECTION 2, ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE 

 

Current language: 
 

3. If a vacancy occurs in the required number of 
Directors, the person who had the next highest 
number of votes in the last Board election 
shall be appointed a Director; that person shall 
take office immediately and shall fill the term 
of the absent Director.  

 

New language: 
 
 

3. If a vacancy occurs in the required number of 
Directors, the person who had the next highest 
number of votes in the last Board election 
shall be appointed a Director.  If there is a tie 
in the number of votes for the next Director, 
the sitting Board members shall conduct a 
written ballot vote to break the tie. That person 
shall take office immediately and shall fill the 
term of the absent Director. 
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From the Galley… 
It’s that time of year when we would like to say 
“thanks” to our many supporters for the past 
2006/2007 season.  

 
As usual, the kitchen will be closed through the 
beginning of March.  During this time off, David and I 
will be working on redesigning and updating the menu, 
including our most popular dishes and adding new 
items.  As always, we will continue to have “Weekly 
Specials”.   These items change every week based on 
the freshest ingredients available, from fish from 
Boston, Stockyards beef from Chicago, & produce 
from California and Arizona as well as local growers 
when available.  Homegrown organic herbs are used in 
many of my recipes from spring through late fall. 
 
One note of importance, we hope you can understand 
that as I determine 4 or 5 Specials for each weekend, 
these items are limited in quantity.  These ingredients 
are brought in fresh for that weekend.  For example, 
we may order 10 or 20 pounds of fresh Grouper or 
Salmon, or order 30 pounds of Prime Rib, or I may 
make Jambalaya for 20.  Unfortunately, some of the 
Specials are sold out before the end of the weekend.  
We know you may be disappointed sometimes because 
a favorite has sold out, but we hope you can 
understand that we do this in an effort to always offer 
the best quality and freshest “Special” weekly items. 
 
Please remember, we want everyone to enjoy his or 
her meal.  So with your understanding and support, we 
will continue to strive to always provide deliciously 
prepared, made to order foods.   
 
At any time you wish to share comments or concerns, 
give praise or complain, please ask to talk to David or 
me.  One of us is always available to speak to you.  If 
you prefer, you can email us a note.  
Kimberly@wyan.org and Davidg@wyan.org.  
 
See you in early spring and Thank you, again. 
 
 

Kimberly & David 

Tournament comes to FYC 
Texas Hold’Em is coming to FYC on April 29! The flyer 
is included in this issue of the Signal Hoist. 
 
This note actually serves two purposes. One is to call 
attention to the tournament itself, and the other is to ask 
for your help.  We not only need players, but we need 
workers. In fact, the State license says that at least 50% 
of the workers for the event must be FYC members.  By 
my calculation, we need approximately 35 people’s help. 

 
As you most likely know, I am trying to raise funds to 
support my I-LYA expenses. This event is one that will 
help in that regard. It is also expected to bring additional 
income to the Club, very important especially this year.  
If you would like to help, please call me at 313-770-4769, 
or talk to Donna. Same if you would like to play. 

 
There are only 100 seats available for the players.  The 
buy-in is $40 per person. Additionally, we will be pre-
selling buffet tickets at $15 per person. The plan is to 
begin registration at noon, with play starting at 1 p.m. A 
break will start at 4 p.m. for dinner, and play will resume 
at 4:45 p.m.  The tournament will end at 8 p.m. or when a 
winter is established. This tournament is not limited to 
FYC participation. We are open to other Clubs to join in.  
If we sell out all 100 playing seats, we expect the winner 
to receive $1000, with prizes awarded through sixth 
place. 

 
Anyone volunteering to help with the event will be 
invited to attend a training seminar on April 22nd.  Your 
help in making this a success is very important, and much 
appreciated. If you can volunteer, please let us know.  
Thanks to all! 
 

P/C Ed Payne and Lady Donna 
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Boats For Sale 
 

Sabre 28, 1974 Tall Mast 
• Full battened mainsail; Harken Roller Furling 
• Pentax Tape Drive UK with 2 reef points, new in 2004 
• 155% Genoa sail roller furling Pentax Tape Drive new in 2004
• Navtec Rod rigging fore and back stay 
• 130% Genoa roller furling, North Dacron sail new in 2003 
• Reaching spinnaker like new, Light air spinnaker like new 
• Richie Compass, Epson Wheel Steering, VHS radio 
• Asking 5,550 OBO 
Please Contact: Tom Priest (734)-324-2091, cell 734-558-2752 

Beneteau Oceanis 400, “TIME ENOUGH” 
• Wonderful cruising boat, Asking 125,000 
• Many extras – 3 blade feathering prop with line cutter 
• 2-spd man. winches, In-Mast furl. main, 153% genoa rlr furl. 
• Perkins 50 HP diesel engine, 5.5 KW diesel generator 
• 2500 amp Heart Inverter/Battery charger 
• Link 1000 remote control; Below deck autohelm 6000 
• 7” Raytheon color chart plotter/radar 
• 90 amp engine alternator 
• Bimini, dodger, full enclosure with screens 
• 2 heads, Macerator pumps  
• Heat/AC, Stereo/CD 
• Refrigerator, freezer, microwave, propane stove 
• Transom shower, swim platform with ladder, Wash down pump
• Steel cradle with 6 supports 

Please Contact: Leonard Garbacz, 248-683-2808, cell 248-202-4423 

Boat Stuff For Sale 
 

GPS MAP 175 GARMIN HANDHELD & 3 CHIPS 
• Lake Erie/St. Clair, Lake Huron, North Channel • $300 OBO 

Call Don Maurer, 734-775-5450 
 

Club Equipment 
 

Ford Yacht Club has a 3-ton track-mounted power cable winch, 440 
volts, 3phase, 60 cycles.  There is a phase generator that will generate 
the third phase.  $500 for both or make an offer. 

Send offers to FYC Office. 

For Rent 
 

Brand New Estero, Florida Condo 
• 2 bedroom, 2 bath, den with Queen sleeper sofa 
• Minutes to beaches & fantastic shopping 
• The center of great golfing & restaurants 
• Between Ft. Myers & Naples 
• Community Pool/ Washer/Dryer/Etc. • No Smoking 
• Lanai balcony overlooking lake • No Pets 
• Turn-key ready • Monthly Rentals 

Contact Gary Whitaker, 734-552-7414 

Regarding Placement of Ads: Your ad will run for a 
maximum 3 months.  After 3 months, it may be reduced in 
size or removed.  Please call the club immediately if your 
item is sold.  All ads subject to run at editor’s discretion.

 
Signal Hoist Deadline 

The deadline for the April 2007 issue of the Signal 
Hoist will be Thursday, March 22nd. Please submit 
your articles on time! 
Articles can be submitted on disk or emailed to 
signalhoist@fordyachtclub.com. Please also send a copy to 
both randrholl@hotmail.com & pbco@comcast.net.  Pictures 
are welcome; please include some details 

BEDROCK HAD 
 NOTHING ON US 

 

 
The FYC hospitality room was the place to be during the 
AYC Commodore’s Ball weekend. The theme for the 
weekend was cartoons and FYC’s depiction of the 
“Flintstones” was by far the best. The staff at the Crown 
Plaza unanimously voted FYC #1. The members that 
worked on the room should be working in the movie 
industry. 
 
Debbie and I would like to thank all the members that 
worked on the room or helped out in anyway. It was a 
great honor to be AYC Commodore and have FYC’s 
room come in “First Place”. We owe the chairman, Rear 
Commodore Rob Rankin a big attaboy for all his efforts 
and hard work, and for putting together an outstanding 
committee. Everyone on the committee was phenomenal, 
and one couple deserves a very special thank you…Gary 
and Ruth Gergosian for the use of their building, hard 
work, great ideas and all the time they put in. There is a 
list as long as my arm of people that worked, coordinated, 
supported, assisted, or donated towards this fantastic 
room,  we would like to thank you all.   
 

Debbie and I would like to thank FYC and the members 
for their support over the last three years during my time 
going through the chairs of AYC.   
 

2006 AYC Commodore Jason Pearson 
& Lady Debbie 
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Flag Officers 

Commodore George Takacs  
Vice Commodore Tom MacDonald 
Rear Commodore Rob Rankin 
Secretary  Nancy Thomas 
Treasurer  Mark Jolley 
Controller  Mary Ann Owens 
Fleet Surgeon               Debbie Adamcheck, PA-C, MS 
Fleet Captain - Sail Ron Peterson 
Fleet Captain - Power Dan Thomas 
Club Chaplain  Fr. Mike Gawlowski 

Delegates 
AYC Head Delegate V/C Tom MacDonald 
                   Delegate R/C Rob Rankin 
                   Delegate F/C Dan Thomas 
AYC Alternates  Com. George Takacs 
                             F/C Ron Peterson 
AYC Delegate at Large P/C Jason Pearson                          
ILYA Rear Commodore P/C Ed Payne 
ILYA Alternate  Steve Boettner  
DRYA Delegate P/C George Voulemenous 
PHRF-LE  Dick Synowiec 
Blue Gavel  P/C Jason Pearson 
Satin Gavel  Lady Donna Payne 
FERA  P/C Bruce Book  
 

2008 Commodore’s Ball Committee 
P/C John Loomer and Lady Dori 

P/C Tom Ketelhut and Lady Dawn 
R/C Rob Rankin 

Tom and Kathy Kaul 
Mark and Linda Hinzmann 

Kaethe Kinash 
 

2007 Entertainment Committee 
Bill and Mary Ann Corbett 

Tim and Peggy Cote 
Jerry and Sandy Gatt 

Gary and Ruth Geragosian 
Mark and Linda Hinzmann 

Tom and Kathy Kaul 
P/C Tom Ketelhut and Lady Dawn 

John and Jeanne Kirkpatrick 
P/C John Loomer and Lady Dori 
Dennis and Alycia MacDonald 

Mark and Jeannie Saunders 
R/C Rob Rankin 

Joe and Rochelle Wilczewski 
Derek and Nancy Williams 

Ford Yacht Club 
29500 South Pointe 

Grosse Ile, Michigan 48138 

Board of Directors 
Chairman Board of Directors Dan Mills 
   and President of the GBC 
Director Grounds Dick Synowiec  
Director By-Laws Steve Boettner  
Director Marina Fred Devantier  
Director House Bob Pettry  
Director Equipment Jerry Rodzewicz 
Director Special Projects 
      and Forward Planning Doug Malkowski  
Director Building Sue Okopny 
  
 

Committee Chairpersons 

Audit Committee Richard Brown   
Dock Assignment Chairman Lew Williams 
Haul-out/Launch Scott Boettner 
Harbormaster 734-546-FORD    Fred Devantier 
Membership Chairman Mark Hinzmann 
Round Island Chairman         Doug Malkowski 
Nominating Committee P/C John Loomer 
Parliamentarian  Lew Williams 
Past Commodores President  P/C Jason Pearson 
Race Committee Doug Howe 
Signal Hoist                           Len Douglass     
                                               Roberta Holl      
                                               Amy Kohair      
Tellers Committee John Sakowicz 
Work Hours Chair Sherri Soloway 
Historian  Kathy Kaul 
Webmaster  Dawn Murray 

First Mates Officers 

President   Marilynn Mott  
Vice President  Jackie Morabito 
Secretary  Ann Haener-Maghran 
Treasurer  Elaine Taro 
Membership  Sharon Gratz 
Cards and Flowers Barb Ammon 
Ships Store Manager Mary Hall 
Fashion Show  TBD 
Financial Advisor                  Donna Payne 

Staff / Restaurant 
Clubhouse Manager  Robbie Tucker                   
Clubhouse Manager Cell:      734-778-1179 
Restaurant Manager/Chef David Graham  
Ground/Plant Manager Jared Louys

Club Phone & Voice mail  (734) 676-8422  
Fax (734) 676-4226 Garage (734) 676-9110  

Harbormaster (734) 546-FORD 
Kitchen & Voice mail  (734) 692-8932  

Website URL:  www.fordyachtclub.com 




