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FROM THE BRIDGE 
April is here and we can all start looking forward to 
getting our boats ready for BOATING SEASON!!!!  The 
Club is open and there are many events planned to 
provide entertainment and fun for everyone. Our Power 
and Sail Fleet Captains are hard at work putting on the 
final touches for the Bus Trip on April 5th.  The Sail 
Committee has a seminar planned for Friday, April 11th 
and there will be another Texas Hold-em Tournament on 
Sunday, April 13th.  Next on the agenda is the Launch 
Party Saturday April 18th sponsored by the 
Entertainment Committee.  The BLUESCASTERS are 
going to provide great entertainment so come on down to 
the club and join in all the fun. 
 

There are also several events planned for May beginning 
with the First Mates "WINE, WOMEN AND 
SHOPPING" event on Wednesday, May 7th, followed up 
with the Mother's Day Dinner on Sunday, May 11th.  The 
Entertainment Committee is providing a harpist for your 
enjoyment.  Please make sure you make your dinner 
reservations.  Attention all Sailors, and wanna be Sailors, 
the Wednesday Night at the Races will be starting up on 
Wednesday, May 21st.  Memorial Day weekend is also 
jam packed with fun.  Saturday, May 24th, the 
Entertainment Committee has Doublecross playing for an 
evening of dancing and fun.  Next, don't forget to sign up 
your boat for the 2nd Annual Fleet Captains "Boat Crawl" 
Sunday, May 25th, followed by the Annual Club Picnic 
on Memorial Day, May 26th.  Last, but not least for this 
month, is the first rendezvous of the season to Kelley's 
Island the weekend of May 30th. 
 

The First Mates did a wonderful job with the annual 
Children's Easter Party and the event was well attended.   
 

As you can see, there are a lot of opportunities to come 
down to the Club and enjoy yourselves.  Hopefully, there 
is a little time left over to get out and get those boats 
ready for a great SUMMER!!!!  Hope to see all of you 
down enjoying our great club. 
 
Commodore Tom MacDonald 
 Vice Commodore Rob Rankin 
  Rear Commodore Dan Thomas  

PENALTY BOX 
Key Dates to Remember SPRING 

Member Job Deadline PENALTY 
[Comments] 

Launch April 13th 
Through 
May 31st 

You must have 
your own crew 

to help launch & 
clean up storage 

material 
Install Dock 

Poles 
May 1st $15 / Pole if 

Club Installs 
Move Shoring, 
Jack Stands, 

Cradles, & Your 
Trash 

As soon after 
launch as 

possible, but 
no later than 

June 1st 

$50 fine if Club 
has to move to 

wooded storage 
area 

Move all Boats 
off Main 

Parking Lot 

Before 
June 1st 

$250 if club has 
to move North 
of “G” Dock 

Move Small 
Trailer boats off 
grassy Islands to 
“Back 40” North 

of “G” Dock 

June 1st 
This clears the 
middle islands 

for grass 
cutting & 
General 
Neatness 

$150 if club has 
to move! 

File Float Plan Anytime you 
take your boat 

for an 
extended 

cruise 

So 
Harbormaster 

knows your 
Dock can be 

used for Visitors 
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Comments from the Chairman 
 

I would like to wish everyone a happy belated Easter.  
With Easter out of the way, we can start thinking about 
working on our boats and the warm weather to come. 
 
The Board of Directors has been researching a few 
more options for Capital Spending.  Dick Synowiec is 
looking into an Internet Kiosk to access a variety of 
weather sites.  This would be available to all members 
and the location will be in the Club vestibule. The final 
cost and exact location within the vestibule are in final 
review.  Doug Malkowski is looking at the cost of 
installing brick pavers from the Clubhouse’s south 
front door to and around the Flag Pole.  These plans 
would enhance and beautify the Ford Yacht Club. I 
will keep all of you informed on the progress. 
 
The General Business Committee is considering 
changing the format in which the Club charges for 
dockage, from “linear footage” to “square footage”.  
The variables are still being compiled to determine a 
new proposed square footage rate.  The GBC is also 
considering the cost of the inevitable project of redoing 
the East Harbor seawall, and we are looking at several 
options to fund the project.  Just a reminder, the equity 
membership will need to approve (or not) any changes 
in the rate of dockage and of any projects of such cost. 
 
I hope to see you all underneath your boats, soon! 
Weather permitting!  
 

Chairman of the Board Steve Boettner 
 
PROPOSED BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
 
ARTICLE XII SECTION 3 NUMBER 3 
 

3 If a Member sells his boat to another Member, 
the new owner will be responsible for any new 
charges that the boat may accrue after the date 
of sale.  Notification of the transfer of 
ownership is required. 

4 If a Member sells his boat to a non-member, 
the  new owner must remove the boat from the 
club property within seven days.  The Member 
will be responsible for any charges accrued at 
the non-member rate on the boat until it leaves 
the Club Grounds or the Marina. It will be the 
responsibility of the Member to notify the 
Business Office of the sale and the name and 
address of the Buyer 
4.1 Any deviation from 4 above must be 

approved by the G.B.C. Chairman 
Old numbers 4,5,and 6 needs to be changed 
to 5, 6, and 7 

 

From the Commodore. . . 
 

For those who were not fortunate enough to attend the 
2008 Commodore’s Ball this year, let me tell you some 
fun was had that evening. This elegant event went off 
without a flaw, due mainly to some great members 
stepping up and utilizing their individual skills and 
talents, all adding up to the perfect evening. 
 
Tim and Peggy Cote, Gerry and Sandy Gatt, Mark and 
Linda Hinzmann, Tom and Kathy Kaul,  P/C Tom 
Ketelhut and Lady Dawn, Kaethe Kinash, Lady Dori 
Loomer, V/C Rob Rankin, Fleet Captain Mark Saunders 
and Lady Jeannie; thank you for all your time and support 
that made this a very special evening. Those who were 
not already retired took personal vacation time to spend 
Friday and Saturday setting up and decorating for this 
event. Brian & Karin West also came into town early to 
help.  Please take the time to thank them for their 
dedication and commitment to our great Club. 
  
Many members who have attended previous FYC balls 
know how fortunate we were to have Kaethe Kinash 
volunteer to do our afterglow and breakfast. If you have 
not tasted her cooking, what can I say: you lost out! 
Those who attended may not know this but have seen this 
couple around the Club and previous Balls working with 
Kaethe. They are Patrick and Rhonda Carrol (non-
members) Yes, I said non-members very close to Kaethe. 
This couple worked hours into the night and woke up 
early in the morning to make sure the survivors had hot 
coffee and breakfast in the morning.  
 
There is also a list too long to mention of ladies who 
donated food items and their time to support this event. 
Kathy and I thank all of you more than words can 
express. 
 
I would also like to thank those who ushered in all of the 
visiting guests, besides the Ball Committee mentioned 
above. Pat and Steve Deak ushered along with Chuck and 
Lisa Wise who came all the way from Florida to be part 
of this event.  
 
I have to definitely thank P/C Tom Ketelhut Sr., who 
came all the way from Florida to announce the FYC and 
visiting Commodores, and P/C Tom Ketelhut Jr. for 
going easy on me as the Master of Ceremonies; I gave 
him a lot of material over the years! He had me worried!  
 
I wish more FYC Members could have attended.  With 
the tough economic times, I am grateful to those who did. 
Thank you to all of those who did attend the FYC Ball.  

(continued on page 3) 
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 Now that spring has sprung, hopefully we will see more 
of you who have been hibernating all winter down at the 
Club. Your Club has many great things to take 
advantage of, so check out the calendar and come on 
down and make some new friends and have some fun.   
 
Finally, it is time to start working on the 2008 Regatta. 
There will also be an AYC Poker run on Aug 8th -10th. 
If you are interested in volunteering for this event, get 
in touch with me. The first planning meeting will be 
held on Sunday, April 20th at 4 pm. This will allow you 
to come on down and have dinner following the 
meeting. 

 

Commodore Tom MacDonald 
"Where Land Ends The Party Begins" 

Ford Yacht Club 2008 
 
 
 

From the Vice Commodore. . . 
 
I want to thank all of those who attended the annual St. 
Patrick’s Party.  The house was full of happy Irishmen 
and women.  As everyone knows, everyone is Irish on 
St. Patrick’s Day.  It was nice to see so many down at 
the Club having a good time.   The green beer was very, 
very green this year and the Bar Staff were moving the 
whole night serving up the cool drinks.  The Kitchen 
Staff did a great job once again rolling out the corned 
beef and cabbage.   I just can not make corned beef and 
cabbage as good as Dave and Kimberly can.   
 
So what’s up for the month of April?  For starts, launch 
is upon us once again.  The Fleet Captains’ have a bus 
trip on April 5th, and I am hoping all the bulbs I planted 
last fall just off the deck are in full bloom.  I’ve never 
been known to have a green thumb.  There is a Texas 
Holdem Tournament on Sunday, April 13.  The Launch 
Party this year will be held on Friday, April 18th.  The 
theme of this year’s launch party is “shaking off the 
winter blues“.  To help out with that, “The 
Bluescasters” will rock the house with a mix of blues 
and rock and roll.  Hope to see you down at the Club 
that night.    
 
Hope all fared well over the winter.  I look forward to 
seeing everyone around the Club and yard this Spring 
working hard on those boats, or at a minimum, bugging 
your friends and keeping them from working on their 
boats.   That’s the part of launch that I like best.     
 

Vice Commodore Rob Rankin 

From the Rear Commodore. . . 
March began with our very own 2008 Commodore's Ball.  
The event was a beautiful evening thanks to the hard work 
of the Ball Committee.  Nancy and I were honored to 
participate in this event for the first time as members of the 
Bridge.  We have also had the opportunity to represent our 
Club at two Commodore’s Balls this month, North Cape 
and North Star Sail Clubs.  We were able to get back to our 
St. Paddy's Day party after the North Star Ball and had a 
chance to enjoy a great party.  Our thanks go out to Vice 
Commodore Rob Rankin for a job well done. Nancy and I 
also attended the First Mates' Annual Children's Easter 
Party.  Where did all those rugrats come from?  It was great 
seeing the Club full of future members, and it is nice to 
know we are a family-oriented club. 
 
The plans for the Opening of the Island weekend are well 
underway, and I have been attending meetings in 
preparation for all of the events.  The Committee is looking 
for captains to volunteer their boats to host visiting Bridge 
Officers for the Boat Parade.  Please contact me at 313-805-
0470 if you are interested.  Come and enjoy this weekend 
because Ford Yacht Club really shines at this event.  This is 
also a great opportunity to have your boat blessed for the 
2008 season. 
 
Security is one of the major responsibilities I have as Rear 
Commodore.  I have been checking the grounds around the 
boats to make sure everything is as it should be.  I also ask 
that everyone keep their eyes open for any suspicious things 
you may see and report them to me.  Also, please watch as 
we come and go through the main gate so no one slips in 
while the gate is open.  The new security code is 
programmed into the gate and you can find this code on 
your monthly billing statement.  Any issues or questions 
can be directed to me at 734-341-2450 or 
thomas25940@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Rear Commodore Dan Thomas 

Membership Report March 2008 
Please join us in welcoming new member  

Rita D’Angelo 
 

Membership      New      Current    Authorized     Open 
Basic 1 47 75 28 

Regular 0 14 60 46 
Equity 0 331 340 9 
Senior  153   
Life  31   

Total*  576 475 83 
 

Membership Committee: Linda Hinzmann, Bruce Book, 
Jerry Murray, Dave & Cindy Firlik 
 

Membership Chair Mark Hinzmann 
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Marina Matters 
As you are more than aware by now, the 2008 Launch 
is about to begin.  Regular crews will be on hand to 
assist you launching your boat from April 13th and 
every weekend thereafter through May 31.  Following 
is a brief review of the process.  [Editors Note: the 
minutes show April 19th as the beginning date, April 
13th was decided upon after the BOD meeting]. 
 
No telephone appointments can be made for weekend 
launches.  You must sign the Launch Sheet located on 
the travel lift on the day you wish to put your boat in 
the water. During the week, we have three additional 
crews of volunteers to assist you: 
  Wednesday AM   Larry McDermott (734) 675-5780 
  Wednesday PM    Jack Knutson         (313) 303-4237 
  Thursday              John Canevet         (734) 676-1517 

 
You may make an appointment with them in advance.  
If you cannot make your appointed time, please extend 
that lift operator the common courtesy of a second 
phone call to cancel your appointment.  For some 
unknown mystical reason, this cancellation courtesy 
did not occur with any regularity last year. You may 
make an appointment with your own operator on 
weekdays, but not on weekends. 
 
Whether on the weekend, or during the week, you must 
arrange for your own work crew to help you with your 
boat, return the shoring and railroad ties to their 
respective storage places.  You are also responsible for 
general site cleanup and any other related tasks that are 
necessary. MAJOR REMINDER! The launch crew 
that puts your boat in the water is not responsible, 
nor are they obligated, to assist you with your site 
cleanup. 
   
Last year, virtually everyone had their sites cleaned up 
and policed while their help was available.  As a result, 
on June 9th we were able to turn a very clean lot over 
to Grounds Director, Dick Synowiec, for the summer.  
Please keep up your collective good work this year and 
again, “Thanks” in advance for doing so.  
 
This year the entire main lot and three grassy islands 
must be cleared of all winter-related storage materials 
by June 1st.  
 
The Opening Of The Island (OOTI) ceremonies 
occur on June 7th, so please clear the area a week 
earlier! 

Marina Director Harbormaster  
Fred Devantier 

 
 

Fleet Captain Power. . . 
There’s a pile of used shrink wrap starting to build 
around the dumpster area.  The still of the morning air is 
being interrupted by the sound of rotary buffers.  Off in 
the distance you can hear the high-pitched whine of the 
travel lift going into service for another day’s work. 
Ah…..launch time is finally here.  All is right in the 
world again. 
  
With the boating season rapidly approaching, our 
thoughts turn to when and where to best use our vessels. 
This season is sure to have challenges with the 
uncertainty of fuel prices.  Fortunately, we are blessed 
with a beautiful Club and park-like grounds. Some of the 
best boating days I have experienced were not on the 
water at all.  Rest assured, there can be plenty of 
enjoyment in just relaxing with several hundred of your 
closest friends right here at Ford Yacht Club.   
  
If you missed the annual spring bus trip, don’t worry, Sail 
Fleet Captain Ron and I will not let you off that easy.  
The second annual Boat Crawl and Bonfire is scheduled 
for May 25th.  Start time is 5pm under the West Basin 
picnic shelter. This year’s theme is Pirates.  There will be 
a prize for the best representation of theme and costumes.  
A sign-up sheet will be located in the Clubhouse soon.  
This is a great way to meet and greet the membership.  
The price is right up my alley…..FREE. Participation 
from East and West Basins is encouraged for what is sure 
to be a good time. 
  
The 2008 FYC travel shirts are now available for order 
through May 1st.  Delivery is expected May 26th at the 
membership picnic.  Those interested may contact me by 
email or phone. 
  
I recently attended the annual AYC Fleet Captains 
meeting.  The 2008 Poker Run and Regatta schedule was 
finalized with the locations and dates listed below. 
  

• Toledo Sail Club              June 14, 15 
• Swan Boat Club               July 4, 5, 6 
• Ottawa River Y.C.           July 11, 12 
• Monroe Boat Club           July 25, 26 
• Ford Yacht Club              August 8,9,10 
• Bay View Y.C.                August 15, 16, 17 

 
Remember the first outbound rendezvous is set for May 
30th – June 1st at Seaway Marina on Kelleys Island.  Let’s 
all get those boats rigged and get the summer started. 
  

Power Fleet Captain Mark Saunders 
marksaunders18@gmail.com 

“Where Land Ends the Party Begins” 
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From the Ground Up! 
 
FINALLY! SPRING! And if you have been at the 
Club you will notice that the water is UP, the swale in 
the north woods is full, the geese are back on the front 
lawn, and there is warmth in the air.  Time to start 
working on our boats! 
 
And time to start working your work hours.  I am 
looking for some hard-working people to spruce up the 
property for the early spring.  We have a number of 
odd jobs to do and can use your help.  Please call me 
and let me know if you are interested (734-674-4008). 
 
As in past years, I ordered two truckloads of gravel to 
help with drainage where snow melt and spring 
rainwater is settling.  We will also use this to spread 
around boats that are stored in low areas.  The tractor 
drivers can help if we have not gotten to it when you 
need it.  If you are checked out on the tractor feel free 
to do it yourself. 

Our hard-working plumbing crew will turn on the 
water as soon as they are confident that the pipes will 
not freeze.  Nothing is for certain but they have 
designated an April 15th date.  They have already 
checked for leaks and breaks.  If your plumbing has a 
problem, please let me know and I will contact the 
appropriate crew.  
 
Please do not to park your car and lock it near 
boats that potentially may want to be launched.  If 
you must leave your car for a period of time, park it 
in the lot near the Clubhouse or somewhere away 
from boats and launching activity. 
 
We request that you put way your cradle, jack 
stands, and shoring material in the designated 
places.  You are responsible to put away your 
materials the day of your launch.  If you stored in the 
parking lot or along the East basin, blocks and railroad 
ties should be stacked neatly as to make a parking 
barrier.  In all other areas, materials should be stacked 
in the area North of G road and West of the Pole Barn.  
Shoring wood should be put back in the barrels behind 
the fence on the west side of the Pole Barn.  Jack 
stands can be stacked neatly behind the Pole Barn and 
cradles should be taken to the back of the FYC 
property.  The launch crews are assigned to help you 
clean up YOUR EQUIPMENT.  It is not solely their 
job.  And when you are launching during the week, 
launch crews are not there so you need to do it yourself 
or with your own crew. 

First Mates 
 
Welcome Spring!  The Children’s Easter Party was a lot 
of fun and very exciting.  Thankfully the snow melted so 
we were able to have our egg hunt out on the front lawn.  
The Easter bunny greeted the children, sat with them for 
their Easter picture and gave adorable stuffed ducks out 
as a gift.  Chef Dave and staff served up a delicious 
luncheon buffet. I would like to thank Donna Vaughn, 
Dawn Paultanis and Justice Tackas for helping make the 
party special. 
 
Our next event is May 7th, Wine, Women and Shopping.  
Tickets are now available for $15.00 per person. Tickets 
can be purchased from Donna Payne, Country 
Enchantments and from Robbie at the FYC bar. We are 
also asking First Mate members to please donate a gift for 
a door prize for this evening. If anyone is doing any 
spring cleaning, keep our Trashy Treasure table in mind, 
we looking for jewelry, purses, belts, and accessory 
items. Even knick-knack type items are welcome.  Any 
donations can be left in the Ship’s Store. Thanks. 
 

First Mates President Jackie Morabito 
 
 

 
Signal Hoist Deadline 

The deadline for the May 2008 issue of the Signal Hoist will be 
Thursday, April 17th.  Please submit your articles on time!  
Articles can be submitted on disk or emailed to 
signalhoist@fordyachtclub.com. Please also send a copy to 
both signalhoist@hotmail.com, and pbco@comcast.net.  
Pictures are welcome; please include some details. 

The Signal Hoist Team: 
Deb Gable Roberta Holl Amy Kohair 

 John Mayer Len Douglass 
 
 

The Spring Penalty Box has once again been posted on 
the front page of the Signal Hoist.  Please review your 
duties as member/boat owner and follow launch/shoring 
cleanup and marina protocol so you are not fined.  
 
As always, feel free to give us your suggestions on what 
can and needs to be done around the Club, and we will do 
our best to assign it for work hours.  However, since this 
is a member-run club, if you need work hours, call 
Sheri Soloway or me and let us know what job you want 
to do and, if it warrants, we will assign it to you. 
 

Grounds Director Dick Synowiec
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Sail Fleet and Race Committee 
 
Well, it looks as if spring may have finally arrived.  The 
tulips are raising their heads, the birds have come home, 
and it is time for the rites of spring.  Uncover the boat, 
apply some wax, do some repairs and improvements and 
launch.  Who will be the first boats in the water this 
year? 
 
The Race committee has two programs on Friday 
evening, April 11th. 

• 7:00 PM - Our own Bill Boyke is presenting 
“Amateur (Ham) Radio and Boating” 

• 7:45 PM – North Sails will touch on weather 
with a focus on North Sails and technology. 

 
The Race Committee is looking for volunteers for 
committee boat for the races this summer.  If you are 
interested, please contact Doug Howe.  Work hours are 
available, and it is a fun thing to do.  Everyone is 
welcome to participate – sail and power boats. 
 
Looking ahead to the annual Memorial Day weekend, 
there are plenty of things to keep everyone busy.  We 
have a full weekend of fun family things for you to 
participate in. The weekend starts off with live 
entertainment in the club on Saturday night.  Sunday is 
the second annual boat crawl and bonfire.  The theme is 
“Pirates” Arrgh!  Sign up in the Club to be a host boat.  
See the enclosed flyer for details.  Everyone is 
encouraged to decorate their boat and dress the part.  
Monday is the ever popular family pot luck picnic.  
Bring a chair and a dish to pass.  It’s going to be a great 
weekend! 

Where land ends the party begins! 
 

Ron Peterson, Sail Fleet Captain   
rpeterson26@comcast.net 

Doug Howe, Race Committee Chair   
d1howe@wowway.com 

 

Forward Planning Committee  
 
First of all, thanks to everyone for the phenomenal 
support the committee has received from the Chairman, 
the Board and the membership.  We seem to recognize 
the importance of organization, communication and 
cooperation in dealing with serious issues and in the daily 
operation of our Club.  Drafts of surveys for the 
membership and for the various committees are being 
“fine tuned” to give us the data we need to reach 100% 
satisfaction of the membership in the product the Club 
delivers.  That is our goal.   
 
The surveys for the committees cover specific needs and 
plans for the future.  This includes projections of 
problems looming ahead, types and costs of various 
remedies as well as improvements in their various areas 
of interests.  Each committee's evaluation of their 
potential issues and concerns is extremely important in 
our plans for the future.  Their part will be an ongoing 
process with the Forward Planning Committee sharing 
with them the information the membership provides in 
their completed surveys.   The committees and the Board 
will weigh that information in making decisions and 
changes that affect the Club.  Those decisions (future 
plans and solutions to problems) will be posted on a 
regular basis for all the members to see.  
 
The membership survey consists of two types of 
information.  One type is mostly demographic.  Please 
don’t be offended by these questions concerning age, 
children, etc.  It is important for us to evaluate the 
direction the Club membership is taking.  We can’t 
satisfy the needs of the membership without this data.  
Similarly, the membership’s opinion as to services that 
the Club provides and issues that we face now and in the 
future are pivotal to Ford Yacht Club’s continued 
success. 
 
These are difficult times for a lot of clubs in the area.  
FYC is fortunate to have had good management in the 
past providing us with a sound basis even in difficult 
times.  We must ensure that this continues.  Each and 
every member owes the Club to be involved in the Club’s 
future.  Do not just sit back and complain to your friends 
on your dock or in the Clubhouse.  Respond to the 
survey.  We need your data and your ideas.  Thinking out 
of the box is great so long as you do it on the survey sheet 
when it is provided.   
 
The survey is not ready yet, but it is coming soon.  Done 
correctly, everyone will be “in the loop”.  You will know 
what the committees are facing and what they are 
planning. The committees will know what your needs and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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From the DRYA… 
Detroit Regional Yacht-Racing Association, 
Executive Committee Meeting Summary, 
Bayview Yacht Club 

February 7, 2008 
 

Handicapping 
• Handicap Review Board met with the nine boat 

owners requesting a ratings review. 
• The Appeals due date is February 15, 2008. 
• The Appeals Meeting will be scheduled for 

February 25, 2008 7:00 PM at BYC. It is 
anticipated that the class splits will be the same 
as last year. 

 

US Sailing 
• Their Spring Meeting is next month in Newport. 
• The new rulebooks are expected to be out before 

the first of the year. 
 

Junior Sailing 
• The Junior Committee Chairman position needs 

to be filled. 
 

Communications/Publicity 
• The DRYA and Mount Gay Rum Event with 

Gary Jobson will be March 19, 2008. Gary has 
offered to do a free presentation for Junior 
Sailors from 5:00 until 6:00 PM. The regular 
presentation will begin at 7:30 PM.  Tickets are 
$12 at the door for the evening session.  All are 
welcome. 

 

Bay Week Dates 
• August 2, 2008 Downriver Race 
• August 3, 2008 Deep Water Race 
• August 4 – 8, 2008 Bay Week 
• August 9, 2008 Ford Yacht Club Regatta 

 

Hot Stove Meeting 
• The Meeting will be at NSSC on February 21, 

2008 at 7:30 PM. 
• The Race Chair Meeting will be held at 6:30 PM 

prior to the Hot Stove Meeting. 

Forward Planning Committee continued 
ideas are.  In the end, Ford Yacht Club will continue, as it 
has in the past, to be a unique club, not just by our 
success in hard times, but by the reflection of the 
influence of each member.     
 

Director of Forward Planning Dale 
Borsenik 

 
 

From the Controller. . . 
 

This is the time of year that some of us get a little behind 
in meeting our monthly dues obligation. Ford Yacht Club 
has a very generous policy wherein if a member's account 
is more than 90 days (three months) past due, a letter is 
sent to that member requesting payment in full, or asking 
if the member wishes to make arrangements to fulfill his 
or her debt to the Club. You have five days after you 
receive the letter to notify the Club of your decision. 
 
If no action is taken or we do not hear from the member, 
the General Business Committee will recommend 
termination at the next Board meeting. 
 
Making arrangements is not a bad thing. We do not report 
the delinquency to anyone. It's an internal Club matter 
and it's confidential. We do not post public notices of 
delinquency as some clubs do. 
 
We only ask that you adhere to any arrangements that 
you make. We can stretch the balance owed out to three 
or four months or more depending on the amount. 
However, if for any reason you miss an arrangement 
payment without prior notice to the Club Controller, we 
will have no option but to terminate your membership. 
 
Remember, we want you as a member, but it's up to you 
to show intent. Just let us know and 
arrangements can easily be made. All arrangements are 
approved by the Controller. Call me at the Club office or 
at my home (734) 675-1323 or email me at 
springlawn@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Controller Mary Ann Owens  

 

 
 
 

 

Boats For Sale 
 

Larson Cabrio 254  (2002) 
• Volvo Penta 260 Engine • Well maintained  
• Galley with refrig,   • Elec/alc stove 
• Pressurized hot/cold water • Microwave 
• Enclosed head • Bimini top 
• Camper canvas package • EZ loader trailer 
• Located in Northern Michigan • $39,900 

Contact 989-350-2765 or rivardps@src-milp.com 

Bayliner 3450 Avanti (1988) 
• Twin 454’s  -  517 hours • Fly bridge 
• Cockpit entertainment center with wet bar  
• 2 double staterooms • Heat and air 
• $28,000  

 Call Marie Ferstle at 734-697-0613 

Zodiac (West Marine) RU260 dinghy – 8’6” 
• 840 lb. capacity • Will take up to a 4 hp outboard 
• Never been used – Never inflated!  (Parts still in plastic wrap) 
• Comes with carrying valise • MSO (title) included. 
• Bought it to go cruising and all we do is race!  
• Compare to $799 at West Marine • Asking $550 

Call Dick Synowiec, 734-676-0694.  
 Please leave a message and I will return your call.  

 

For Rent 
 

 

Southwest Florida condos 
• Condo one: 2 bedrooms, 2 bath in Naples 

- 40 minutes from Fort Myers airport, 
- 10 minutes from I - 75 and beautiful Naples' beaches 
- Weekly or monthly rentals; reasonable rates 
- See website: Fallingwatersdavis.com 

• Condo two: 2 bedrooms, 2 baths 
- Admiralty Yacht Club, Fort Myers 
- 15 minutes from airport 
- Boat dock available with Gulf access 
- Reasonable rates 

Time Share  
• One bedroom apartment for a w eek 
• The cost would be about $700 
• (Cost is based on point system ($1,000 for 10,000 points) 
• See https://www.diamondrsorts.com/club.aspx  for locations 

Contact  j22piendel@wowway.com 
 

Regarding Placement of Ads: Your ad will run for a 
maximum 3 months.  After 3 months, it may be reduced in 
size or removed.  Please call the club immediately if your 
item is sold.  All ads subject to run at editor’s discretion. 
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Ford Yacht Club 
29500 South Pointe 

Grosse Ile, Michigan 48138 

Board of Directors 
Chairman Board of Directors Steve Boettner 
   and President of the GBC 
Director Equipment and  Jerry Rodzewicz 
           By-Laws    
Director Building Sue Okopny  
Director Forward Planning Dale Borsenik  
Director Grounds Dick Synowiec  
Director House Bob Pettry  
Director Marina Fred Devantier  
Director Special Projects       Doug Malkowski  

Committee Chairpersons 

Audit Committee Richard Brown   
Dock Assignment Chairman Lew Williams 
Harbormaster 734-546-FORD    Fred Devantier 
Haul-out/Launch Scott Boettner 
Historian  Kathy Kaul 
Membership Chairman Mark Hinzmann 
Nominating Committee P/C Terri Derfiny 
Parliamentarian  Lew Williams 
Past Commodores President  P/C Jason Pearson 
Race Committee Doug Howe 
Round Island Chairman         Doug Malkowski 
Signal Hoist   Len Douglass  Amy Kohair        
                       Deb Gable John Mayer      
                       Roberta Holl   
Site Manager  Bob Maierle 
Tellers Committee Ed Sakowicz 
Work Hours Chair Sheri Soloway 
Webmaster  Dawn Murray 

First Mates Officers 

President   Jackie Morabito  
Vice President  Teresa Pettry 
Secretary  Ann Haener-Maghran 
Treasurer  Elaine Taro 
Membership  Sharon Gratz 
Cards and Flowers Lady Barb Ammon 
Ships Store Manager Mary Hall 
Financial Advisor                  Lady Donna Payne 

Staff / Restaurant 
Clubhouse Manager  Robbie Tucker                   
Clubhouse Manager Cell:      734-778-1179 
Restaurant Manager/Chef David Graham  
Ground/Plant Manager Jared Louys 
Office Staff  Donna Denson 
  Amy Kohair 

Club Phone & Voice mail  (734) 676-8422  
Fax (734) 676-4226 Garage (734) 676-9110  

Harbormaster (734) 546-FORD 
Kitchen & Voice mail  (734) 692-8932  

Website URL:  www.fordyachtclub.com 

Flag Officers 
Commodore Thomas MacDonald 
Vice Commodore Rob Rankin 
Rear Commodore Dan Thomas  
Secretary  Nancy Thomas 
Treasurer  Mark Jolley 
Controller  Mary Ann Owens 
Fleet Surgeon  Robert Winfield MD 
Fleet Captain - Sail Ron Peterson 
Fleet Captain - Power Mark Saunders 
Club Chaplain  Fr. Mike Gawlowski 

Delegates 
AYC Head Delegate Com.Thomas MacDonald 
                   Delegate V/C Rob Rankin 
                   Delegate F/C Mark Saunders 
AYC Alternates  R/C Dan Thomas 
                             F/C Ron Peterson 
AYC Delegate at Large P/C Jason Pearson 
AYC Commodore Rob Wolas                            
I-LYA Vice Commodore P/C Ed Payne 
DRYA Rear Commodore P/C George Voulemenous 
I-LYA Delegate  F/C Ron Peterson 
I-LYA Alternate Ted Wagner  
DRYA Delegate P/C George Voulemenous 
PHRF-LE  Dick Synowiec 
Blue Gavel  P/C Jason Pearson 
Satin Gavel  Lady Debbie Pearson 
FERA  P/C Bruce Book  
 

2009 Commodore’s Ball Committee 
Commodore Tom MacDonald and Lady Kathy 

P/C Jason Pearson and Lady Debbie 
R/C Dan Thomas and Lady Nancy 

Randy and Tammie Rankin 
Gary and Ruth Geragosian 

 

2008 Entertainment Committee 
Commodore Tom MacDonald and Lady Kathy 

Rear Commodore Dan Thomas and Lady Nancy 
Sail Fleet Captain Ron Peterson and Lady Nancy 

Power Fleet Captain Mark Saunders and Lady Jeannie 
Lady Dori Loomer  
Tim and Peg Cote 

Gerry and Sandy Gatt 
Gary and Ruth Geragosian 

Bob and Linda Nicolai 
Randy and Tammie Rankin 
Derek and Nancy Williams 


